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Thomas Langton, Eſq, 

High-Sheriff of the County of 

NORTHAMPTON; 
AND To 


The Gentlemen, then, of the 
Grand Jury, 


The HONOURABLE 
Sir Arthur *!efdrige, 
Sir John Langham, 
Sir William Humble, > Barts. 


Sir John Robinſon, 
Sir Thomas Sammwe ll, | 
Wilkam Wilmer, Smith Fleetwood, 
Willam Hanbarys Chriſtoph. Rigby, 4 
John Tryon, Eſqs.Q Lewis De Fean, Eſqs. 
Charles Kirkham, Thomas Hawley, 
Henry Lawtonz Williams Lamb, 


Gentlemen! 
A J your earneſt Requeſt this plain 


Sermon appears in Print, whoſe 
2 

Fate I ſhall not be concern d about, 

fince you have given it ſo kind a Recep- 


1 $3071, 


DEDICATION. 1 
tion; tho this public Teſtimony of 
your Approbation, in laying me under 7 
an Obligation to publiſh it, is more 
than ſuff.cient to engage all, who have 

the Honour to be acquainted with you, © 
in my Favour ; and hope youll le 
pleaſed to patroniſe what you approved MR 
of from the Pulpit, aud groe me 
Leave 10 ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Gilbert Benet. 
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The Duty if 1 kes aceably with all 
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ROM. xii. 18. 


I it be poſſible, as much as lieth in jon, live peaceably 
wit h all Aen. 


F all thoſe excellent Precepts with 
which this Chapter abounds, no one 
deſerves our more particular Regard 
and Conſideration than the Text. 

The Apoſtle indeed in ſome foregoing Verſes 
inſinuates the ſame Doctrine he advances hereg 
by provoking Chriſtians, in their reſpeRive Sta- 
tions of Life, to the Performance of ſeveral 
Duties, which have a Direction and Tendency 
to Love and Peace; but as they are not equally 
practicable dy every Man, we cannot ſuppoſe St. 
Paul intended them as Rules — for 
all Men in General. 

For Inſtance — + Be not ſurbful in Buſmeſs is 
an Exhortation to Induſtry chiefly to Men of 
Inferior Life; the Duty of * Hoſpitality and of 
diſtributing to the Neceſſity of the Saints is incumbent 
B oaly 


t v. 21. v 13. 


„ 

only on Men of ſome Wealth and Sabſtance ; 
and + mind not high Things, bus condeſeend to Men 
of low Eſtate, is a ſeaſonable Caution againſt 
Pride in Men of Riches, Dignity,” and Power. 

The Text is. a General Addreſs or Command 
to all Men, to promote, as much as poſſible, that 
, by the Performance of all neceſſary Duties, 
in their reſpective Circumſtances, and Conditions, 
univerſil Peace. and Quiet; and therefore includes 
in it all the different Degrees, Orders, Ages, and 
Relations of Men; it comprehends our Enemies 
as well as our Friends, thofe we have injured our 
felves, and thoſe we have recetv'd' Injuties from. 
| High and Low, Rich and Poor, Old and 
Youngs the Prince on the Throne, the Peaſant 
in the Cottage, Farents and Children, Maſters 
and Servants are equally bound, by this Injunction, 


4 much as beth i every one of nem, to live peaceably 
with all Men; and by this Rule to form their 


Practice, to regulate their Jadgments, to. refane 
their Paſſions, and conduct their Opinions. 
In the follow ing Diſcourſe therefore 


Frſt, T ſhall conſider the Duty of the Texts 
and ſhew what it is to live peaceably, = 75 
Secondly the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of it, 
Thiraly the Extent, if poſſible, with all Men, 


+ v. 16, 
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Fourthly lay down ſome Familiar Helps and 
Rules, which, well obſery'd, will be of great 
Service to us in the Diſcharge of this neceſſary 
Duty; that ſo our imperſect, but beſt Endeavours 
after Peace in this World may be crown'd with a 
Peace, which paſſeth al Underſtanding | in the next. 


Firſt, then I am to conſider what it is to live 
peaceably— There is nothing more imply d in 
this than to obſerve ſuch a juſt, mild, good- 
natur d Behaviour towards Men in every Inſtance 
of our Converſation and Correſpondence with 
them, as may beſt promote the End of Society; 
and as we are plac'd here only in a State of Pro- 
bation at preſent, endeavour, by the muſical 
Agreement of our ARions, ro make this Life a 
proper Typ? and Symbol of that which we are 
chiefly intended for; - to diſturb no Man in his 
Properties, Privileges, and Enjoyments ; whether 
they are ſuch as are ſecur'd to him by the Bonds 
of Society, or ſuch as belong to Human Nature 


in general; — to conſider ſome Men in the former 


Reſpect as our Superiors, all Men our Equals jn 
the Latter ;—and inſtead of hindring and inter- 


rupting, to advance and promote their Intereſt and 


Happineſs; for, 
As the Text requires this peaceable Frame and 


Diſpoſition of Mind, to give no Occaſion of 


Quarrels our ſelves, O we are oblig'd by it to 


prevent, as much as poſſible, all Differences between 


Ba others; 


(4) 

others; to reconcile diſagreeing Parties, and 
bring them back into the Bonds of Peace; — to 
do all this, as private Men by our Advice and 
Example, As Magiſtrates ( whoſe Office and 
Character is to be a Terror to Evil-doers, and 
who are not to lift up the Sword in vainy i. e. with- 
out letting it fall upon Offenders) by proper Pu- 
niſhments and Inflictions. 

But the Nature of the Duty of ling pearably 
is ſo well known in Theory, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
Men ſhould have a clearer or more diſtinct Idea 
of any individual Virtue ; therefore I ſhall proceed 
to encourage and provoke you to the practical 
Part by ſhewing in the 


of it. 

Now this will abundantly appear both from 
the preſent State, and Nature of Things, and 
from Religion. 

The natural World is nothing elſe but a Chaos 
improv'd, and beautified into Harmony and Order. 
Every Part of it keeps its Station, and performs 
that Office at firſt appointed by irs Great 
CREATOR; acting in a conſtant and well 
known Subſerviency to ſome Fellow-Creaturee 

The Sun ſhines by Day, and yields to the Tri- 
umphs of the Moon in the Night; for + the 
Aon bath her appointed Seaſons, and the Sun knoweth 


+ P/. eiy, 19. 


Second Place the Reaſonableneſs, and Neceſſity, 
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his going down, The Brute Part of the Creation 
obſerve their allotted Times for the Support and 
Offices of Life $M the Night cometh wherein all 
the Beaſts of the Foreſt do move ; the Lyons roar after 
their Prey; the Sun ariſeth, and they get them away 
together, and lay then down in their Dens, O Lord?! 
How manifold are thy Works! in Wiſdom haſt thox 
made them all. 

Likewiſe the different Seaſons of the Year, the 
periodical Returns of Summer and Winter, the 
regular and conſtant Revolutions of the Earth, 
and the reſt of the Planets, are ſo many Arguments 
that contend and make for Peace and Order ; for, 

Shou'd thoſe immenſe Heavenly Bodies which 
we ſee, and + declare the Glory of God and ſhew his 
Handy-work, and perhaps Millions of Millions 
more which Human Eyes and Art can never 
reach, interrupt ene another in their Progreſs and 
Courſes, and the inconſiſtent Elements jar and 
claſh, we might reaſonably dread the Diſſolution 
of the Univerſe, and expect the great END of 
all Things with Fear and Trembling. 

Thus appears the Face of the Brute and Mecha- 
nick World about us; regular; uniform; harmo- 
nious; every Creature ſerving and ſupporting; 


every Creature reciprocally ſerved and ſupported. 


But theſe are Arguments too remote and diſtant 


for ſome Men's ſerious Thoughts and Conſidera- 


tions 


* E.. eir. 2. + Pf. xix, 2: 


ng - 
tions; and that which ought to give them Weight 
and Authority, takes an unaccountable Turn, and 
is the unhappy Reaſon they loſe it upon us; as 
the Greatneſs of God's Mercy and Goodneſs is 
loſt upon wicked Men, by the uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſions, and repeated Inſtances of it; ſtrange 
and uncommon Appearances make the ſtrongeſt 
Impreſſions upon them, the Irregularities of Na- 
ture they behold with Aſtaniſnment and Won- 
der, and are entirely unaffected with the Charms 
of Settled Laws, of Peace, and Order. I ſhall 
therefore come a little nearer home to theſe, and 
examine the Arguments for Peace from the State 
and Condition of Man. 
If we conſider the Form and Make of his 
Body, we ſhall find nothing in it that can induce 
us to think the State of Nature is a State of 
War; every other Animal is provided with offen- 
five Arms, and meets its Antagoniſt with all the 
Pomp and Parade of Battle; whilſt Man wants 
even the proper Means of Security and Defence 3 
equally ſubjected to the Lyon's Paw, and Heel of 
an Aſs ;—expos'd on all Sides, from the devouring 
Jaws of the Tyger, to the little Inſalts of the moſt 
contemptible Auſet#. And can we ſuppoſe that 
Man, abounding, or rather made up of Weak- 
neſſes and Infirmities, was intended for Creature 
of Prey ? — to get his Livelihood by robbing his 
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(7) 
Fellow Creatures by every unjuſt and cruel 
Method of Blood, and Rapine, and Slaughter? 
Or muft we revive a monſtrous and moſt abſurd 
Opinion, and ſuppoſe all Men equal in Power by 


Nature, and therefore that every Man is oblig'd 


neceffarity to defend his Rightby Acts of Violence 


and Hoftifiry* No fure. This Stare of Arms 
and Warching, muſt be a very uncomfortable, 
flippery: and inglorious State; — where we muſt 


have our Life embitter d by the conſtant Expecta- 
tion of watchful and mercileſs Enemies, and periſh 
by the firſt that is too ſtrong for us; — where our 
Glory muſt be meaſured by the Length of Legs 
and Arms, — and all our Happineſs conſiſt in 
Strength and Stature. If this were the Caſe, well 
might we expoſtulate with God, + wherefore haſt 
thou made all Men for ought ? 


Such a State then as this, the much boafted 


Equality of Power would never direct Man to; 


for if he confiders his own Weakneſs, and. that 
mutual Dependance one Man hath upon another, 
quite throughout the Race of Mankind from the 
higheſt Degree to the Loweſt ; that utter Incapa- 
city of Subfiſting comfortably, or, I may almoſt 
ſay, at all alone, Reaſon would rather ſuggeſt to 


bim the culcivating and improving an univerſal 
Friendſhip; 


—— — — 


+ Pf. Kxxix. 46, 


(3) 
Friendſhip; to alleviate the Inconveniencies of 
Life, and by reciprocal Aſſiſtance, and Acts of 


' Kindneſs and Benevolence, ſupply the Deficien« | 


cies of Nature. For, 

When we ſeriouſly reflect on our Beings; 
their Powers, Capacity, and thoſe melancholy 
Circumſtances which attend us in this Life: 
thoſe many Evils we are ſubje& ro,—ſuch as we 
want Eyes to foreſee, or, cou'd we foreſee, Power 


and Strength to prevent; —how unable we are to 


procure any Degree of Happineſs alone,. or if 
obtain'd, to promiſe our ſelves a quiet, ſecure, 


and future Poſſeſſion of it, we cannot but confeſs, 


upon theſe Reflections, that Man, from his firſt 
Entrance into Life, to his laſt Leave of it, is a 
miſerable, inſufficient, dependant Creature; full 


of Wants and Imperfe&ions ;—which he is ſo far 


from being able to /apply or relieve alone, that he 
knows not how to deplore or bemoan them, but by 
a long learn'd Imitation of Speech; — for there 
is no natural Language, but that of Tears. 


Some will ſay, cou'd we be happy from our 


ſelves alone, there wou'd be no Occaſion for aſſo- 
ciating with our Fellow-Creatures ; (tho' it wou'd 
be ſuch a Way of Life, as we ſhou'd want even 
the Practice of the Brutes to give ſome Counte: 
nance to, the fierceſt of which herd together, and 
prey in Company with thoſe of their own Species.) 


But let theſe Men (who vou d live excluded 


from 


HIS 
> 
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from all Human Society, for ſome grave, 2/6 
Reaſon, like the Owl in the Deſert) conſider that 
neither the Strength nor Ingenuity of one Man 
(not even their own, tho highly rated enough by 
themſelves) wou'd be ſufficient to defend bim 
againſt the Dangers which continually threaten 
Life, or provide for the Conveniencies and Com- 
forts of it, Hence it is that we form our ſelves 
into Society, and Communities ; —that ſome Men 
apply themſelves to Mechanick, others to the Li- 
beral Arts and Sciences, both which have their 
Birth from hence, and every Improvement that is 
made in them ; and are highly valuable, and uſeful, 
rendring Life eaſy and comfortable to us. 

Like different Members, by a mutual Exchange 
of good Offices and Aſſiſtance, we contribute to 
the Nouriſhment of that common Body ro which 
we belong, and by which we our ſelves are main- 
rain'd and ſupported. 

An ingenuous Mind I believe will readily ac 
knowledge, from theſe ſhort Obſervations, that 
the Comforts of Life derive their Being only 
from Society, and that Society muſt be main- 
tain d, and ſecured by Peace and Order; — that 
Sti ife and Contention are Inſtruments of Wrath 
and Vengeance in the Hands of God, ſome of the 
molt bitter Plagues with which he afflicts a wicked 
Nation, —and that Peace and Unity ate amongſt 

"Fe | the 


x \ 
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the moſt invaluable Bleſſings he can ſhower down 


upon a beloved People. For thus the Happineſs 
of Fernuſalem is deſcribed, as a * City that is at 
Unity in «ſelf, —and the Bleſſings of Peace are com- 
par d to the + precious Ointment upon the Head, that 
ran dnvs unto Aaron's Beard, and diffus d itfelf all 
over the Shirts of his Cloathing. | 
But notwithſtanding Peace hath all the Advan- 
tages poſſible on its Side to make it to be valuable 
and deſirable, tho one wou'd think it wants no 
other Sanction, than the firſt Dictates of Nature 
and Reaſon to engage us in the Practice of it, 
yet thro' the Corruption of Apoſtate Man, and 
his predominant Paſſions, it was neceſſary God 
ſnou'd make it an Article of Religion, and com- 
mand us to live peaceably with one another: which 
is the next Thing I ſha.l briefly prove under this 
Head. oy | 

If we take a ſhort View of that Syſtem of 
Laws which was deliver'd in ſuch an amazing 
manner to the Children of //7ael, we may perceive 
Six out of the Ten concern'd Mankind alone, and 
have a near Relation and Aſpect to Peace; for 
this, honour thy Father and Mother, & thou ſhale 
wot commit Adultery, thou ſhalt not kill, thou ſhals . 
wot ſteal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe Wuneſi, thats ſhalt 


wat 


* F/.cxxii. 3. + Fſ, exxxili. 3. 5 Rom, xiii, 9, 10. 
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not covet; and if there be any other Command ment, 
it is briefly comprehenaed in this Saying, thou ſhit 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf; Lo. e worketh 10 Ill 
zo his N-ighbour; therefore Love is the fulſi ling of 
the Law, and the Parent of Peace. And leſt the 
Fews ſhou'd make Repriſals for the ill Uſage they 
met with in a ſtrange Land; ſeveral Laws were 
made and provided by Divine Appointment for 
the Peace and Quiet of the Stranger that dwelt 
among them. But, 


When it pleas'd God to be ſtill more gracious 
to Mankind, and to bleſs us with that rational 
and holy Religion which we now enjoy, it was 
uſher'd in with this Proclamation of — * Peace 
upon Earth, and Good-will towards Men; and was 
 delſcrib'd almoſt ſeven hundred Years before, by 
the Evangelical Prophet under a moſt Noble and 
IAajeſtick Figure. + Then ſhall the Wolf dwelt 
with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſþ4ll lie down with 
the Kid ; and the Calf, and the young Lyon, and the 
Fatling together, and a little Child ſhalt lead them; 
and the Cow and the Bear ſhall feed, their young ones 
ſhall lie down together ; and the Lyon ſhall eat Straw 
like an Ox; © and the ſucking Child [Þall play on the 
Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Child ſhall put his 
* and on the Cockatrice Den, 


C 3 | Bur 
eule ii. 14. 1 Iſaiah xi. 6, &c. 
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But this, as well as the Angelical Hymn juſt 
now recited, refers to a Peace indeed of infinitely 
ſuperior Value to that we are ſpeaking of; — the 
Peace and Pardon of an offended and injur'd God 
with ſinful Man; — a Peace purchas'd too at no leſs 
a Price than the Blood of that God, whom we 
had offended and diſhonour'd, - of God (tho? 
+ Lord of all) depreſs'd into the low Form and 


Condition of a Man anda Servant; however ſuch 


as moſt certainly infers the Neceſſity of Peace 
one with another; and St. Paul, alluding to that 
Peace and Charity which it recommends and incut- 


_ cates, gives it its juſt Charatter, and calls it the 


* Goſpel of Peace. 
There is a Text of Scripture which at firſt 


Sight may ſeem to contradi& this; where our 


Saviour ſays F I come not to ſend Peace but a 


Sword upon Earth; but in this Place he does not 
ſpeak of his own Intention and Deſign ; but thar 
his Doctrine, by the Perverſeneſs of obſtinate and 
wicked Men, wou'd be the Occaſion of Quarrels 
end Perſecutions. The whole Tenour of Scrip- 


ture, almoſt every Page of it, enforces the Ne- 


ceſſity of this Duty of Prace upon us, and that 
not only with a few, with Friends or Relations 


only, but, if palſible, with all Men; which is 
the 
| Third 


+ AR; x. 36, * Epheſ.viing 8 Matt. 10. 34 


_ FE 
Third Thing to be confider'd. 

Here the Duty is ſet forth to us in its full 
Extent and Latitude, the Performance of which 
will be tolerably eaſy (at leaſt we ſhall take away 
all Occaſion of Mens quarrelling with us) if we 
make this our fix d and reſolv d Rule, ſtrictly to do 
Juſtice, and to render to all their Dues ; * Tribute 
to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, 
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour ; nor 
is there any Man, in the meaneſt State of Life 
imaginable, but is able to challenge a Debt of 


ſome Kind or other; in ſome Degree a Debt of 


Tribute, or Cuſtom, or Fear, or Honour; and if 
we look into the Bottom of them, we ſhall per- 
ceive it is, generally ſpeaking, the with-holding 
ſomething that of Right belongs to another ; 
that is the Occaſion of our Quarrels and Conten- 
tions. + From hence come Wars and Fightings among 
PIP 
Let us divide the World into theſe two differ. 


ent Degrees or Orders of Men, Superiors and 


Inferiors ; Men in Private, and Men in Publick 
Life ; that is ſuch as are plac'd in Authority either 
in Church or State; and let us examine into that 
Carriage of both to each other, which wou'd be 
moſt conducive to the Good and Peace of Society. 


— — — / 
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614) 
Our Behaviour towards our Inferiors ſhou'd 


be kind, inoffenſive, and aſſiſting; eaſy of Ac- 
ceſs to them upon proper Occafions 3 ; and whene 


ever we grant their Requeſts, let it be done with 


Alacrity and Readineſs ; for ſome Men can deny 
a Favour with a better Grace, than others confer 
one ; and an affable, condeſcending Carriage, hath 
always been eſteem'd a ſhining Part in the Charac- 
ter of a Great Man; we ſhould not too bitterly 
reſent all Injuries we receive from thoſe below us; 
nor look upon every little Neglect and Want of 
Reſpect, as an Inſult upon our Dignity and Great- 
ſs; for as ſome Men are ſooner brought to a 
Senſe of Shame of their Acts, than a Fear for 
them, (eſpecially an ingenuous Mind) our Ho- 
nour will be better ſecur'd to us by mild Treat- 
ment, than by a powerful Revenge. 

I need ſay nothing of our Behaviour to our 
Equals, for it is ſelf-evident that they have a 
Right to the ſame Privileges, Liberties, and Treat- 
ment from us, which we expect and demand from 
them. | 

Towards our Superiors we ought to behave 
with Decency and Reſpe&t ; and allow them, 
without Murmuring and Repining, the Enjoy . 


ment of their diſtinguiſhing Honours and Privi- 


leges: to thoſe who are plac'd in the Admini- 
ſtrarion of the Government we ought to pay an 
ealy 


3 


(15 ) 


_taly ind willing Obedience; Men in private Lie 
Have few if any Opportunities of underſtanding 


the Nature of Publick Affairs; and becauſe it is 
highly probable that we ſhall be in the wrong, it 
behoves us to ſuſpend our Judgments upon them ; 
St. Paul, in this Chapter before us, compares the 
Church of Chriſt to the Body of Man that hath 
many Members; and each Member its reſpective 
Office; now as it muſt occaſion a great Diſturb- 
ance, and Schiſm as it were in the Body, for one 
Member to aſſume the Office of another; ſo in 
the Church, for a Prophet to take upon himſelf 
the Authority and Charge of a Governor, or a 
Governor to pretend to the "pirit of Prophecy; 
the Apoſtle adviſes Chriſtians to attend and apply 
themſelves to thoſe ſeveral Gifts, differing accord. 
ing to the Grace that was given unto them ; 
+ whether Prophecy, ſays he, ler us propheſie accord- 


ing to the Proportion of Faith; or Miniſtry, let ut 


wait on our Miniſtring ; or he that teacheth, on Teach- 
ing; — he that ruleth, let him do it with Diligence ; 
and ſo on. And the Caſe is exactly the fame in 
Civil Polity ; — where the Apoſtolical Compariſon 


hath frequently been made, and a Diſtinction of 


Offices is acknowledged abſolutely neceflary ; — 
Where no Man ſhou'd invade the Employment of 
| another „ 


+ Rom, xii. 6, G. 
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another,. and where it is the Right of ſome to 
govern, and the Duty of others to obey ; * for 


ce that the Feet ſhou'd trample upon and govern 
« the Head, wou'd be look'd upon as a Thing 
ce monſtrous in Nature.“ 

Whilſt our Superiors and Law- givers command 


us nothing that is contrary to our holy Religion, 


it is our Duty to ſubrnit quietly to them, and 
obey them, * for they are the Miniſters of God to 
us for good. Let us therefore be led aſide no longer 
with the Clamours of the Populace, nor the Diſap- 
pointments of an Ambitious Man; let us not 
throw thoſe Aſperſions, and Odiums upon the 


Miniſters, which we dare not, ought not, cannot 
level at the King; for this is the Way cunning 


Men take to create a Diſeſteem for the Prince in 
the People ; well knowing that the pretended 
Male-Adminiſtration of a Servant, either thro? 
the Accuſation of Weakneſs, or Want of Ho- 


neſty, muſt reflect in the ſame Character upon 


the Maſter. 
I cannot here avoid giving you ſome excel- 


lent Words of our Church Catechiſm, which ſeem 


directly to aim at univerſal Peace and Unity, 
Our Duty to our Neighbour is to love him 


Las our ſelves, and to do to all Men as we 


« wou'd 


— —— — 


* Rom. xi. 4: 


E 


t wou'd they ſhou'd do to us; to love, honour 
ce and ſuccour our Parents; to honour and obey 
« the King, and all that are put in Authority 
ce under him; to ſubmit our ſelves to all our 
c Governors, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors, and 
« Maſters ;----to order our ſelves lowly and reve- 
ce rently to all our Betters ;-—-to hurt no Body 
«© by Word or Deed, to be true and juſt in all 
our Dealings; to bear no Malice nor Hatred 
c in our Hearts;----to keep our Hands from pick- 
“ ing and ſtealing, and our Tongues from evil 
ce ſpeaking, lying, and ſlandering; to keep our 
te Bodies in Temperance, Soberneſe, and Chaſtity ; 
« not to covet, nor defire other Mens Goods, 
« but to learn and labour truly to get our own 
“ Living» and to do our Duty in that State of 
« Life to which it hath pleaſed God to call us.” 


If we thus act both with reſpect to our Supe- 
riors, our Inferiors and Equals; with reſpe& both 
to a publick and a private Life; we may reaſon- 
ably hope God will bleſs our Endeavours, and 
that according to his unchangeable Promiſe * 1 
Hall inherit the Eamh, and delight our ſelves in the 
_— of Peace. 

I am ſenſible two Replies may be made to this 


Poctrine; 3 firſs that St. Paui ſcarce thought it 
D practicable, 


* P, xxxvii. 11. 
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practicable, or rather inſinuated that it was not ſo; 
if it be poſſible he ſays ; for ſome Men are of ſuch 


- a churliſh Diſpoſition, Nabal like, ready to burſt 


with TI] nature, that there is no ſuch thing as 
ſpeaking to them, much leſs of being at Peace 
with them; David, or ſome other pious Perſon 
complains that he had long dwelt among thoſe that 
were Enemies unto Peace; nay that if he did but 
ſpeak, unto them thereof, they look'd upon it as 
ſounding the Trumpet to. Arms, and made them- 


- 


In Anſwer, ſhou'd any Man carry his Ill-na- 
ture to {o unreaſonable a Degree, and wound us 
ſenſibly in oar Fortunes, or Reputations, Self- 
Preſervation, the firſt Principle of Nature, requires 
it of us as a Duty to defend our ſelves ; nor does 
Chriſtianity forbid this Defence, or contradict this 
great Law of Nature, but only preſcribes the 
Manner and Meaſure of it ;----that it be agreeable 
to the Laws of the Society we belong to, and 
within the Bounds of Chriſtian Charity; that 
we do not revenge our ſelves, by reciprocal Inju- 
ries, but ſubmit our Cauſe to thoſe who are ap- 
pointed to judge for us; and hſtly,--.-that we 
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| + FE,. cxx. 6, 


— 


CF r Vw , eve TR 


1 © ..0 


— 


619) 


Secondly that there are others, ſuch Enemies to 
our Religion and its Glorious DEFENDER, 
that unleſs you give them both up, your Kmg 
and your Church, it is an utter Impoſſibility to 
live at Peace, or carry on any Friendly Correſpond- 
ence with them. 


To theſe baſe and unworthy. Men, the Con- 
founders and Diſturbers of our Civil Peace, what 


* ſhall I fay? Is it not lawful to wiſh, with St» 


Paul in this Caſe, * would to God that they were 
even cut off that trouble you! Let me ask Solomon's 
Queſtion, + Can a Man take Fire into his Boſom, and 
his Cloaths not be burnt * Can a Man go ”—_ hot 
Coals, and his Feet not be burnt ? 

We may be well aſſured therefore, that as Fire, 
according to its Nature and Quality, will never 
ceaſe to act upon any Body, till it hath quite de- 
ſtroy'd 1 its Form, and Subſtance, and converted 


both into its own; ſo theſe Men will never give 
over till they have ſubverted and overthrown that 


happy Conſtitution we live under; and which, by 


an unparallel'd Mercy, connives at, and pardons 


their Preſumption; and conſequently that the 


'State can never enjoy any Peace, or Security of 


Peace, ſo long as it harbours ſuch a Neſt of Vipers 
in it; for like 7; jpers they will ungratefully eat 
out 


* Gal. v. 12. + Prov. vi. 27, 28. 
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our the Bowels and Vitals of that Parent that pro- 
tects and nouriſkes them. But I ſhall leave the 
worſt of Men to the Wiſdom of the beft of 
Governments, whoſe Indulgence and Clemency 
they have moſt egregiouſſy abuſed, and ſeem re- 
ſolv'd to abuſe, ſo long as they have Opportunity 
to do it; and paſs on to the Enemies of dur 
Church, with which we are ar preſent alarm'a, and 
who are much more formidable than the Enemies 
of our State; as we have nothing left but the 
Tunocence of the Dove to defend the Goodneſs of 
our Cauſe; for they have been before-hand wirh 
us in ſecuring the Subtlety of the Serpent and his 
Venom too. And as they have not been aſham'd 
to act under any Mask, ever ſince the Reformation, 
that they thought wou'd ſerve their Purpoſe, in 
Tuining our Religion, it is very much to be fear'd 
that the preſent Patrons of Infidelity, with which 
England iwarms, are ſo many Popiſ# Prieſts in Diſ- 
guiſe ; and that whilſt ſome of them are contriving 
the Ruin of our Church, by directly making Con- 
verts to their own, the reſt are working its De- 
ſtruction, dy the Downfall of Religion in 
ral; the Grand Seducer of Soul, whoſe Inſtru- 
ments they are, being perfectly well fatisfy'd that 
his Kingdom is equally eſtabliſh'd, either by 
AheiſmorPopery ; and it hath been frequentlyobſerved 
1 in 
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in Hay + that there are almoſt as many Profeſſors 
of the one as the other, or at leaſt, and to ſpeak 
as favourably, as is poſſible, that there is a greater 
Number there, who profeſs no Religion at all, 
than in any Chriſtian Country of equal Extent 
beſides. | | 5 

Now when the Honour of God is thus op- 
pugn'd and blaſphem'd ;-»--when inſtead of an 


holy, pure, and rational, we have an idolatrons, im- 
pure, and abſurd Religion impos'd upon us, 
intended; -a Religion, which inſtead of Mal- 
ntfs and Gentleneſs, to imme, and perſuade, and 
engage us; is arm'd with Racks, and Inquiſition, 
and Damnation, to terrify, and affTigbt, and compel 
us; what Man that hath any Regard for the 
Honour of his Maker, or hath named the Name 
of Cbriſt, can be ſilent? | 
And ſince it hath graciouſly less God to 
— this * Yoke off our Necks, which neither 
our Fathers nor we were able to bear, and by 
| Inſtances of Mercy, ſcarce a Degree leis than a 
Miracle, hath prevented our Enemies from enthrall- 
ing us again, it appears, ſurely beyond all Contra. 
| diction, 


+ Seo Bp. Burnet*s Letters to the Hon. Mr. Boyle, 

* That Popery was 4 Toke which our Anceſtors endea- 
vou d to ſhake off long before the Reformation appears by 
the Conflitutions of Clarendon, and the Statutes of Proviſion 
and Premunire, in the Reigns of Hen. 2. Edw. 3. Rich. 2. 
Hen. 4. See the Bp. of Loncon's Coden. 
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dition, that the Almighty hath made the Caufe 


of our Religion his own, and ſhall we ſtand idle 
and unconcern'd ? This is not a Peaceableneſs of 


' Temper, but Indolence; ſuch a Baſeneſs and 


Cowardice of Soul, as is not to be pardon'd in 


| thoſe who are //fed, and are required to fight man- 
fully under Chriſt's Banner, and will expoſe us to 


the Curſe, the bitter Curſe of Merox, + who came 
uot to the Help of the Lord, to the Help of the Hind 
againſt the Mighty. 

I need not enlarge upon the 8 of the 
Clergy, or the Nature of our Warfare in this 
Caſe, which is, as it muſt always be, Spiritual; 
but ſhall beg Leave to apply my ſelf more parti- 


cularly to Magiſtrates; whoſe immediate Concern 


Religion undoubtedly is, as well as ours; for as 
the moſt Glorious Title our King wears is Defender 
of the Faith, thoſe that are placed under him in 
the State, ought to conſider themſelves ee 
ſo too. And 

As the preſent Worſhip of the Church of 


England is become a Part of our Conftitmtion, and 
Property by Lau, we have as undoubted a Righe 


to a quiet, and undiſturb'd Enjoyment of it, as 


to any Civil Property, or Privilege; and may 


reaſonably expect the concurring Aſſiſtance of 


thoſe 


ft Juages v. 23. i 
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thoſe i in Authority in the Defence, and Support of 
it; in puniſhing thoſe, according to Law, as 
W of the Publick Peace, who moleſt and 


interrupt us in it; nor can our Adverſaries juſtly 


charge our Laws, or the Execution of them, with 
the Spirit of Perſecution, ſo long as our Security 
requires it, and J am ſatisfied that our Security 


will require it, as long as they pretend to authoriſe 
Treaſdns, Breach of Faith, Aſſaſſinations, Abſo- 


lution of Subjects from their Duty, and Oaths 
to their Prince, and Religion. 

The laſt Thing I intended in this Diſcourſe 
was to lay down ſome Rules towards facilitating 
the Diſcharge of the Duty in the Text and 
rendring it eaſy to us. 


Firſt, then we muſt practice that great Goſpel 


Duty, to love our Neighbour, as our ſelves; for 
no Man will vex or quarrel with another, for 


whom he hath a real Value and Eſteem; Solomon 
ſays, Love is as ſtrong as Death, many Waters 
cannot quench Love, neither can the Floods drown it ; 
and again, * Hatred ſtirreth up Strife, but Love 
covereth all Sins; In order to this there are ſeveral 


ill Paſſions, and Qualities of Mind, great Incendi- 


aries and Diſturbers of Peace, to be corrected by 


us: 


The 


+ Cant, Ville 6. 7. Prov, x. 124 


4 

The Paſſions are Pride, immoderaie Anger, Re 
venge and Envy. | 
And firſt of Pride; which conſiſts in too good 
an Opinion of Self, and too mean an one of 
another, and therefore a Proud Man thinks he hath 
a Right to all the Bleſſings, and Satisfactions of 
his Neighbour, whether they be Wealth, or Ho- 
nours, a good Name, or univerſal Love and Eſteem. 
Whatever Favours you do a proud Man, he looks 
upon as due to his Merit, and thinks he is under 
no Obligation to you for them, whatever you re- 
fuſe him he quarrels with you for, and conſiders 


the Denial, as the Non-payment of a Debt. 


This is found to be Matter of Fact in private 
Life, and is undeniably ſo among Men in a pub- 
lick Station; for from whence come all vile Re- 


flections, and Aſperſions, and Murmurings againſt 


Men in Power, but from the Pride of others who 
want to be in Power too & who think they have a 
Right to all the Favours their Prince can beftow, 


or Subjects receive. From whence came thoſe idle 
Names and Diſtinctions among us but from Pride? 
from the Pride of Diſappointed Men, whoſe 


boaſted Honeſty is Intereſt, and the Spirit of Oppoſe 


tion, their Patriotiſm. 


It is a melancholy Proſpect to view the DiſtraRi< 


ons and Havock that have been made in Churches 


and Kingdoms by Pride; as I don't doubt that 
you 


(2%) 

you are ſufficiently furniſh'd with Civil Inſtances, 
of this, I ſhall give you a very remarkable one 
relating to Religion, in the Fall of the Eaſtern 
Churches, once the-moſt flouriſhing of any upon 
Earth; + © for by Pride and Contention in nice 
« Diſputes and Controverſies, they deſtroy d that 
« Peace, and Loye, and Charity which the 
ccc Goſpel promotes, and provok'd each other to 
e that Malice and Rancour, that they entirely 
c loft the Subſtance of their Religion, by their 
« very Diſputes about it; and at laſt were forc'd 
<« to part with the Name too, and make Room 
&« for the grandeſt Impoſture that ever appear'd 
. & in the World.“ And we have more Inſtances 
of this Kind, which Chriſtianity may thank the 
& Pride and Ambition of the Jaſuits for. 
Let us therefore cloath our ſelves with Humility, 
and look back upon our own Unworthineſs, and 
we ſhall ſoon learn not to envy our Neighbour in 
his Bleſſings, nor interrupt him in his Enjoy ments, 
but with Eyes and Hearts lift up to Heaven, 
thank the Divine Goodneſs, for giving every one 

of us a great deal more than we deſerve. 
By thus humbling our ſelves, immoderate An- 


. che conſtant Effects of Pride, will in all 
E | Probability 


+ Dy. Pridezux's Preface to the Liſe of Mahomet, 
* Dr. Geddes Hiſtories of the Churches of Ethiopia and 
Malabar 
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Probability ceaſe ; another ill Paſſion which con- 
founds and diſturbs both the publick and private 
Peace of the World. * Awrathful Man ſtirreth up 
Strife, but he that is flow to Anger appeaſeth Strife. 
Either ſuppreſs Anger totally at its firſt Entrance 
upon you, or keep it within the Bounds of Rea- 
ſon and Chriſtianity ; the former is the eaſie ſt and 
ſafeſt Method; for if you indulge it in its Pi- 
guanc/ and Humours at firſt, you don't know how 
far it may carry you in its Tranſports and Exceſi; 
+ therefore leave off Contention before it be meddled 
with; for the Beginning of Strife is as when one 
ketteth out Water. When a Man hath given 
himſelf up to the unbridled Fury and Heats of 
Anger, he then burgs with Revenge ; with the 
baſeſt, and moſt cowardly, which a Man of 
Reaſon, and Honour, wou'd be aſham'd to think 
of, for an inflam'd Deſire of returning an Injury, 
puts us upon any Methods of doing it with Suc= | 
ceſs; ſo that it is the ſame Thing to a revengeful 
Man, whether he blows up his Neighbour's Repu- 
ration or his Houle. 

As Revenge is thus deſtructive to Peace, as it 
puts us upon unjuſt Methods of redreſſing what 
is ſometimes only an Injury in our own Imagina- 
tions, as at the beſt it is returning Evil for Evil, 


which 


* Prove xv. 18. + Prev. xvii. 14: 


27 
which we ought not to do, but contrariunſe Bleſ- 


ing ; choak the unimpregnated Seeds of it in your 
Hearts; for Vengeance belongeth not to Man but 


to the Lord. 

For theſe Paſſions I have been ſpeaking. of, bad 
as they are, ſome Excuſe may be made, a proud 
Man will plead Diſappointments, and Diſreſpect ; 
an angry Man Provocation; and a revengeful Man 
= Abuſe and Injuries; but for Envy, the moſt 
= diabelical Paſſion, what , Excuſe can be made or 
imagin' d? A Paſſion fo vile and deteſtable, that 
Words cannot expreſs the Odiouſneſs of it; It is 
repining at the Happineſs, or even the good Qua- 
lities of another, without any Deſire to enjoy the 
one, or Deſign to imitate the other; ſo that there 
is neither Pleaſure, nor Profit, nor any Thing 
that can recommend this ill Quality to us; but 
on the contrary the united Deteſtation of God 
and Man (Arguments ſurely ſufficient) to deter us 
from it. + Wrath is cruel, and Anger is ontrageons, 
but who can ſtand before Ent y. 

The ill Qualities or Diſpoſitions of Mind, 1 

mentioned beſides, are innumerable, the Time 
will only permit me juſt to ment ion ſome of the 
chief of them; ſuch are Obſtinacy, Tenaciouſ- 
neſs of Opinion, a difputatious Temper, a ſettled 
* Ut 


+ Prov. xxvii 4. 
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Il!-Nature, Moroſeneſs, Cruelty, Slandering, Tale 
bearing, Cenſuring; where theſe are there can be 
no Peace; for inſtead of * turning away Wrath by a 
ſoft Anſwer, + or breaking the Bone by a (oft Tongue; 
Men think it the beſt way to repel Force, by 


Force; Pride by Pride; and Ill- Nature by the fame. 


Laſtly, when we have done all that is poſſible, 
and nothing leſs will excuſe us, we muſt put up 
our conſtant and unfeigned Prayers to Almighty 
God, © to grant that the Courſe of this World 
« may be ſo peaceab ly ordered, that his Church 
« may joyfully ſerve him in all Godly Quietneſs, 
« thro! Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the 
Father and Holy Spirit be all Honour and GE, 
for ever. Amen. 


” Prov. 20.1; Neu. xv. uf 
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